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10/26/2020 Town of Richmond VT Mail - Open Seats on Richmond Town Boards
M G ma |I Ravi Venkataraman <rvenkataraman@richmondvt.gov>

Open Seats on Richmond Town Boards

Mark <markd14@gmail.com> Mon, Oct 12, 2020 at 6:31 PM
To: rvenkataraman@richmondvt.gov

Hi Ravi,
I'm writing to express my interest in serving on the Planning Commission and / or the transportation committee.

| have a degree in Landscape Architecture and site planning from Cornell University and have been involved in countless
master planning projects including streetscape design and implementation.

What are the anticipated time and meeting commitments?

Best regards,
Mark

Mark Damico

420 Snipe Ireland Rd, Richmond, VT 05477
802.558.1517

www.designingvermont.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=55ba9169da&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1680386960346776605&simpl=msg-f%3A16803869603... 1/1



DearRavj October 29, 2020

| amexcited at the prospect gbiningthe RichmondPlanning Commissiohhope youand otherswill
agree that my professional experienarad skills my service, and my deep commitmentanequitable
sustainablduture prepare me well foserving orthe Commission.

Professionallyl am a forest ecologist, anavbrk and teachin the foresty progam at UVMn addition
to conducting forest carbon pject verifications across the countrjo datemy researctaddresses
climateadaptationand mitigationchallenges facinind managers andonservatiorplamers. My
doctoral research, for example, involvathppinglandscapeonnectivitynetworks for specieo track
suitable climatic conditionas well asdentifyingwhere and when tree restoration mde most
effective afer climatedrivenwildfires. In all cases, it has become abundantly clear to me that our built
environment has great potentia both impede andacilitate human and natural commuties [ability
to adapt to climate chang&oreover, as more people seek refuge in the cooler and okxaair of
places lik Vermontv drivenboth by the pandemic as well as warming temperature and intensifying
stormsyv strategic planningnd carefullyevaluating tradeoffs will be critical to ensure a fadthy, vibrant
future for us all. That iparticularlytrue in ‘high demand community like Richmondfor example as
our townbecomes a regionaecreationdestination what are tre trade-offs between promoting
healthytourism economy angreserving§Z & [ «ch@qctErand large blocks of contiguous
forest?

I have lived in Richmond for just over a y&hough Iye wanted to move here for over a deedy] and|
already feel deeply embedded &amd committed to this community | believethat shows through my
efforts on both the Richmond Conservation CommisgR@Cand the Andrews Community Forest
Committee(ACFCip date. On the RCC, for examplded a volunteeinventory of ash trees within the
public rightof-way (we covered 20 miles totagliven the impeding arrival of emerald ash bor@eAB) |
amnow working withtown officials to develop an EABsponseplanandhave justsubmitted a grant
proposalto Vermontp Wbanand Community Forestry prografor funding to treat healthy ash trees
and replacaunhealthyash trees withirthe village (If | am appointed to the Planning Commission, | will
continue to lead the EAB response task force, but wiirgually step down from the RCC to enable
anothercommunitymember to participate.on the ACFCspearheaded aecent effort tohire not just
a trail designer, bua collaborative team of a trail designandan ecologisto ensure that eological
considerations will be paramount in trail design.

Now, | am eager to put energy towards longerm, strategicplanningwith the Planning Commissioh.
learned a great deal at the recent meeting | attended, and was glad to be able to connect my
understanding ofecentlegislativedevelopmaents to proactive actions Richmond may take (e.g., with
regards to greenhouse gas reduction targekshank you for considering my interest in joining the
RichmondPlanningCommission and | lodkrward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

XY

Caitlin Littlefield



10/26/2020 Town of Richmond VT Mail - Richmond Planning Commission and Development Review Board

M Gma” Ravi Venkataraman <rvenkataraman@richmondvt.gov>

Richmond Planning Commission and Development Review Board

David Schnakenberg <david.schnakenberg@gmail.com> Tue, Oct 13, 2020 at 7:28 PM
To: rvenkataraman@richmondvt.gov

Ravi,

My name is David Schnakenberg, and I'm a resident of Richmond interested in joining one of the two above-referenced
boards. | am a zoning and land use attorney (I practice in New York City). Before joining my current firm, | was general
counsel to the New York City Board of Standards and Appeals, which is New York City's zoning and land use appeals
board. In that capacity, | have extensive experience adjudicating land use and zoning applications. | have also been part
of working groups within the New York City Department of City Planning, where I've participated in the drafting of zoning
text amendments, including the city's recent mandatory inclusionary housing text amendment.

I've love to touch base and hear more about the needs of either board, in the hopes that | might be a good fit.

If needed, | would submit Roger Brown as a local reference.

Regards,
David

(917) 583 - 4772

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=55ba9169da&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A168048129334907 1748&simpl=msg-f%3A16804812933... 1/1
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